2010 CCRA DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD RECIPIENT:

RICHARD MATT

I would first like to thank everyone very much who helped me gather information for today.  Sorry I can’t say your names just yet and personally acknowledge all your hard work, but that would give it away!


The DSA Committee, consisting of Chair Shelly Hunter and members Barb Birger and myself, met on February 28, 2010 to review the nominations received and undertake the daunting task of selecting this year’s recipient of the CCRA Distinguished Service Award.  As committee chair, Shelly would normally have the honor of presenting this award, but she was called out of town unexpectedly and asked me to step in for her.  I am truly touched to be entrusted with this honor, especially because of the sterling caliber of this year’s recipient.

I would like to quote for you three of the qualifications that must be met for the DSA, because they apply so aptly to this year’s recipient – who, by the way, we voted for unanimously!  First, the candidate must “be involved in the reporting profession on an extensive level, during which involvement the candidate shall have rendered distinguished service to the profession which has contributed to its good reputation, general welfare or worthy accomplishments.”  Second, the candidate must “adhere to the Code of Ethics and serve as a role model in the reporting profession.”  Third, you may consider years of service to both CCRA and the profession in general.  This year’s recipient is the personification extraordinaire of these qualifications.

Traditionally, we have the recipient’s family hiding nearby until the end of the presentation.  However, today I have to break with tradition and have them join us now, because our recipient is a family person to their very core, and I know they’ll want to share this moment with their family.  So, Barb, would you please escort the family in now?  Welcome to Pam Matt, Rich’s wife; his daughter Alicia; his grandchildren Austin, and Tyler; his sister Katie Saunders; and his sister-in-law Julie Matt.


Richard Matt was born in Munich, Germany – that’s right, he’s an Army brat!  I’ll be nice and not tell you what year!  Rich was the 7th of 9 children born to George and Esther Matt.  Rich learned from his parents and siblings exactly what a loving, supportive family is, and in turn he is himself a devoted husband, father, and grandfather.  He and his beloved wife Pam have three children, four grandchildren, two dogs, and a cat.  Rich’s favorite adage – which his kids hate! – is “100 years from now, nobody’ll care.”   

Rich comes from a family of court reporters.  His sister Diane Oatman was a teacher at Mile Hi and is currently a court clerk in Idaho.  His sister Katie Saunders has been an official in Pueblo for 27 years.  His sister Debbie Kemp was a freelance reporter in New Jersey and now works for a law firm there.  His sister Darlene Kemp was the first official reporter in Huntsville, Alabama, where she worked for 26 years, and then retired to Pueblo.  And of course his sister-in-law Julie Matt works with him as an official herself in Greeley, and her husband, Rich’s brother Greg Matt, was also an official in Pueblo and Greeley.

Rich graduated from Pueblo East High School in 1974, where his nickname was “’Bama” because of the southern accent he picked up in Huntsville, Alabama before moving to Pueblo.  He attended Mile Hi College after high school and became an official in Pueblo with Judge Eugene T. Halaas, Jr. in County Court for seven years, and then moved up to District Court with Judge John R. Tracey.  Rich then moved to Tucson, Arizona to report for a few years.  

When his brother and best friend Greg was terminally ill, Rich moved back to Colorado for the sole purpose of taking over Greg’s job in the courts and spending time with him before he passed away.  Rich has always been a bedrock of love and support for Greg’s widow, Julie Matt.  

Rich’s amazing career as an official has spanned from 1976 until the present!  He is such a dedicated reporter that when he broke his hand, he tried to persuade the orthopedic doctor into placing a cast that would allow his fingers to still move!  Needless to say, that didn’t happen, and Rich was totally frustrated until the cast was finally removed and he could go back to doing the work he loves and does so very well.

Rich’s service to CCRA is legendary.  He has been a member since 1977 and served on the board through his presidency in 2004.  When we think of the Officials Committee, we automatically think of Richard Matt.  That’s because he has served on, chaired, and advised it for more years than we can count!  

Rich also served on the Student Committee for years, during which time he mentored many students, gave numerous talks at Mile Hi and DACR, and had many students serve their internship in court with him.   The feedback we’ve all heard from his students was that he was very laid back, which calmed their nerves tremendously, and they all thoroughly enjoyed their time with him.  Rich also was a frequent contributor to our Ramblings publication, and we’ve all enjoyed his insightful, yet down-to-earth, writing style very much.  He has also served on the Nomination Committee for the past several years.  And for several decades Rich has been a cheerful, helpful volunteer on NCRA testing days.

During the Colorado budget crisis of 2003 – 2003, Rich, along with Barb Birger and Susie Dewitt, spent countless hours in meetings with Jerry Marroney, the State Court Administrator.  Not only did Rich do an incredible job of representing reporters in Colorado, he also went the extra mile and a half by keeping all of us informed of what was going on through Ramblings articles and numerous updates on the CCRA website, which can still be accessed under the Official’s tab.


At the state capitol last month, Rich was present with many other reporters to showcase what reporters are and how much we contribute to the judicial process.  It just so happened that several reporters ran into Jerry Marroney in the hallways, and Jerry took a moment of his time to talk to the reporters and students who were present.  He always – always – mentions Rich Matt (or the Matt family of reporters) from Greeley when taking about the best official reporters in the State, yada yada (as Rich would say).


Rich is also very involved and active in his community.  He served as the president of Kiwanis in the mid-‘80s, and he was the youngest Kiwanis Lieutenant Governor ever in Colorado in the late ‘80s.

I would like quote from the nomination form we received for Rich:  “Richard has been an active member of CCRA for as long as he has been a reporter.  He is seen as a role model to reporters throughout Colorado and is regularly called upon for insight into difficult problems.  He has more recently been called upon by CCRA and Colorado Officials to meet and discuss budgetary issues with Jerry Marroney, our State Court Administrator, and Doug Wilson, our State Public Defender.  He has met and discussed many, many issues with various Supreme Court Committees dealing with appeal issues and has been a source of reliable information for the State Court Administrator’s Office.”  The nominator also said that Rich frequently works Saturday in court to set up IT for everyone so they can receive realtime, and that he is considered “the” IT go-to guy.  They also said, “He goes above and beyond in every aspect of his work.”

One of my researchers for this, CCRA Past President Joyce Martin, commented that, “You can always count on Richard’s calm demeanor when official problems crop up in the state.  He has a calm disposition and is always willing to try and solve and mediate the issues the officials have been faced with in recent years.  He is highly respected amongst the attorneys and judges he works with and those he has worked with in the past.”  

And so it is with great pride that I present the CCRA 2010 Distinguished Service Award to Richard Matt.

