Official Court Reporter Update

5/26/09

This email is being sent in an effort to keep official court reporters updated on what has occurred following the presentation of Doug Wilson’s proposal to the JBC. 
You are all aware that in approximately March of this year, it came to our attention that as a result of Doug Wilson’s proposal to eliminate transcript fees for state-paid transcripts, an analysis was completed by a JBC analyst to the Joint Budget Committee (JBC) wherein it was recommended that 13-5-128 be amended to eliminate the page rate compensation to court reporters on state-paid transcripts produced during the 40-hour work week as opposed to all state-paid transcripts as Doug Wilson had suggested.  In an effort to prevent this statute from being amended, the State Court Administrator promised to deal with the issue through the CJD.   

The managing court reporters requested that SCAO appoint court reporter representatives to the current CJD committee so that we could stay informed and so that we would have the opportunity to educate and provide accurate information on our behalf.   
To date, the State Court Administrator’s Office (SCAO) has received much opposition to amending the CJD as requested by the JBC.  We, thanks to your cooperation, have provided SCAO with pertinent survey information, previous studies regarding court reporters, and alternative language to the CJD.   Also, many judges have written letters in opposition to JBC’s CJD amendment.  As a result of this combined effort, we have been able to make some positive proposed changes to the CJD, which describes the reasoning for the existing total compensation package and why this compensation should remain as currently exists.  We are still in an information-gathering stage at this time, however; and the changes, of course, are not final, until the CJD is signed by Chief Justice Mullarkey.  The CJD is now open for comment.  Please review the same and let us know if you have any proposed changes.
The CJD committee is comprised of chief judges, court administrators, SCAO staff, the head of the Court of Appeals, the clerk of the Colorado Supreme Court, and now, four reporters.  This committee has met twice in an effort to resolve these issues.  Our goal as court reporters has been to provide court reporter representation to a committee deciding important court reporter issues.  We have made every effort to act as liaisons between you and SCAO by requesting information from you via the surveys and these emails.  Many of you have been extremely helpful in gathering necessary information and in sharing your perspectives.  For that we are extremely grateful.   Many of our arguments have been accepted, others have not been as successful.  We have appreciated the opportunity to participate in this process.  You are well aware that the CJD committee had existed for several years without any court reporter representation (other than through our judges).  

At this time, we continue to compile data in an attempt to compose well-reasoned arguments, which SCAO can utilize before the JBC when explaining why our total compensation package should remain unchanged.   

If you have any questions or suggestions, please feel free to contact Julie (julie.matt@judicial.state.co.us , Catherine (catherine.rodriguez@judicial.state.co.us), or Penny (penny.leroue-selleck@judicial.state.co.us).
